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These are difficult times. But remember,
we’ve been through worse. And think about ev-
erybody here—your parents, your grandpar-
ents, your great-grandparents—they struggled
in ways we can’t even imagine to deliver that
American Dream to you. We’ve always been a
nation full of vision, a bold and optimistic
America that does big things. We don’t have a
cramped vision. We don’t try to exclude. We
try to embrace and bring people in to this idea
of America. 

It’s a vision where we live within our means,
but we invest in our future; where everybody
makes sacrifices, but nobody has to bear the
burden alone, and everybody shares in our suc-
cess; where we live up to the idea that no mat-

ter what you look like, no matter where you
come from, no matter what your surname—
whether your ancestors landed at Ellis Island
or came over on a slave ship or crossed the Rio
Grande—we are all connected, and we all rise
and fall together. 

That’s the America I believe in. That’s the
America that you believe in. That’s the Ameri-
ca we can once more have, as long as all of us
are working together. 

Thank you. God bless you, and God bless
the United States of America.

NOTE: The President spoke at 8:24 p.m. at the
Walter E. Washington Convention Center. 

Remarks on Presenting the Medal of Honor to Sergeant Dakota L. Meyer
September 15, 2011

Thank you, everybody. Please be seated.
Thank you, Chaplain Kibben. Good afternoon,
everyone. And on behalf of Michelle and my-
self, welcome to the White House. 

It’s been said that “where there is a brave
man, in the thickest of the fight, there is the
post of honor.” Today we pay tribute to an
American who placed himself in the thick of the
fight, again and again and again. In so doing, he
has earned our Nation’s highest military decora-
tion, the Medal of Honor. And we are extraordi-
narily proud of Sergeant Dakota Meyer. 

Today is only the third time during the wars
in Afghanistan and Iraq that a recipient of the
Medal of Honor has been able to accept it in
person. And we are honored to be joined by
one of the two other recipients, Sergeant First
Class Leroy Petry, who is here. 

I would point out something else. Of all the
Medal of Honor recipients in recent decades,
Dakota is also one of the youngest. He’s 23
years old. And he performed the extraordinary
actions for which he is being recognized today
when he was just 21 years old.

Despite all this, I have to say Dakota is one
of the most down-to-earth guys that you will
ever meet. In fact, when my staff first tried to
arrange the phone call so I could tell him that
I’d approved this medal, Dakota was at work,

at his new civilian job, on a construction site.
He felt he couldn’t take the call right then be-
cause, he said, “If I don’t work, I don’t get
paid.” [Laughter] So we arranged to make sure
he got the call during his lunch break. [Laugh-
ter] I told him the news, and then he went
right back to work. [Laughter] That’s the kind
of guy he is. He also asked to have a beer with
me, which we were able to execute yesterday. 

Dakota is the kind of guy who gets the job
done. And I do appreciate, Dakota, you taking
my call. [Laughter] The Medal of Honor re-
flects the gratitude of the entire Nation. So
we’re joined here by Members of Congress, in-
cluding somebody from your home State, the
Republican leader of the Senate, Mitch McCo-
nnell. We are joined here by leaders from
across my administration, including Secretary
of Veterans Affairs Ric Shinseki and Navy Sec-
retary Ray Mabus, and leaders from across our
Armed Forces, including the Commandant of
the Marine Corps, General James Amos. 

We’re honored to welcome Dakota’s father
Mike, who’s here; his extraordinary grandpar-
ents; and more than 120 of Dakota’s family and
friends, many from his home State of Ken-
tucky. I want to welcome Dakota’s comrades
from the Marine Embedded Training Team
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2–8, and we are humbled by the presence of
the members of the Medal of Honor Society.

Dakota, I realize the past 2 years have not
been easy for you, retelling the story of that
day and standing here today. You’re a very
modest young man. But as you’ve said, you do
it for a simple reason—retelling the story—be-
cause it helps you to honor those who didn’t
come home and to remind your fellow Ameri-
cans that our men and women in uniform are
over there fighting every single day. 

So that’s how we’ll do this today. It’s fitting
that we do so this week, having just marked the
10th anniversary of the attacks that took our
Nation to war, because in Sergeant Dakota
Meyer, we see the best of a generation that has
served with distinction through a decade of
war.

Let me tell the story. I want you to imagine
it’s September 8, 2009, just before dawn. A pa-
trol of Afghan forces and their American train-
ers is on foot, making their way up a narrow
valley, heading into a village to meet with el-
ders. And suddenly, all over the village, the
lights go out. And that’s when it happens.
About a mile away, Dakota, who was then a
corporal, and Staff Sergeant Juan Rodriguez-
Chavez could hear the ambush over the radio.
It was as if the whole valley was exploding. Tal-
iban fighters were unleashing a firestorm from
the hills, from the stone houses, even from the
local school.

And soon, the patrol was pinned down, tak-
ing ferocious fire from three sides. Men were
being wounded and killed, and four Ameri-
cans—Dakota’s friends—were surrounded.
Four times, Dakota and Juan asked permission
to go in; four times they were denied. It was,
they were told, too dangerous. But one of the
teachers in his high school once said, “When
you tell Dakota he can’t do something, he’s go-
ing to do it.” [Laughter] And as Dakota said of
his trapped teammates, “Those were my broth-
ers, and I couldn’t just sit back and watch.” 

The story of what Dakota did next will be
told for generations. He told Juan they were
going in. Juan jumped into a Humvee and took
the wheel; Dakota climbed into the turret and
manned the gun. They were defying orders,

but they were doing what they thought was
right. So they drove straight into a killing zone,
Dakota’s upper body and head exposed to a
blizzard of fire from AK–47s and machine
guns, from mortars and rocket-propelled gre-
nades. 

Coming upon wounded Afghan soldiers,
Dakota jumped out and loaded each of the
wounded into the Humvee, each time exposing
himself to all that enemy fire. They turned
around and drove those wounded back to safe-
ty. Those who were there called it the most in-
tense combat they’d ever seen. Dakota and
Juan would have been forgiven for not going
back in. But as Dakota says, you don’t leave
anyone behind.

For a second time, they went back, back into
the inferno; Juan at the wheel, swerving to
avoid the explosions all around them; Dakota
up in the turret, when one gun jammed, grab-
bing another, going through gun after gun.
Again they came across wounded Afghans.
Again, Dakota jumped out, loaded them up,
and brought them back to safety.

For a third time, they went back, insurgents
running right up to the Humvee, Dakota fight-
ing them off. Up ahead, a group of Americans,
some wounded, were desperately trying to es-
cape the bullets raining down. Juan wedged
the Humvee right into the line of fire, using
the vehicle as a shield. With Dakota on the
guns, they helped those Americans back to
safety as well.

For a fourth time, they went back. Dakota
was now wounded in the arm. Their vehicle
was riddled with bullets and shrapnel. Dakota
later confessed: “I didn’t think I was going to
die. I knew I was.” But still they pushed on,
finding the wounded, delivering them to safe-
ty.

And then, for a fifth time, they went back,
into the fury of that village, under fire that
seemed to come from every window, every
doorway, every alley. And when they finally got
to those trapped Americans, Dakota jumped
out. And he ran toward them, drawing all those
enemy guns on himself, bullets kicking up the
dirt all around him. He kept going until he
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came upon those four Americans, laying where
they fell, together as one team. 

Dakota and the others who had joined him
knelt down, picked up their comrades and—
through all those bullets, all the smoke, all the
chaos—carried them out, one by one. Because,
as Dakota says, “That’s what you do for a
brother.”

Dakota says he’ll accept this medal in their
name. So today we remember the husband who
loved the outdoors, Lieutenant Michael John-
son; the husband and father they called “Gunny
J,” Gunnery Sergeant Edwin Johnson; the de-
termined marine who fought to get on that
team, Staff Sergeant Aaron Kenefick; the med-
ic who gave his life tending to his teammates,
Hospitalman Third Class James Layton; and a
soldier wounded in that battle who never recov-
ered, Sergeant First Class Kenneth Westbrook. 

Dakota, I know that you’ve grappled with
the grief of that day, that you’ve said your ef-
forts were somehow a “failure” because your
teammates didn’t come home. But as your
Commander in Chief, and on behalf of every-
one here today and all Americans, I want you
to know, it’s quite the opposite. You did your
duty, above and beyond, and you kept the faith
with the highest traditions of the Marine Corps
that you love. 

Because of your honor, 36 men are alive to-
day. Because of your courage, four fallen
American heroes came home, and—in the
words of James Layton’s mom—they could lay
their sons to rest with dignity. Because of your
commitment—in the thick of the fight, hour
after hour—a former marine who read about
your story said that you showed how “in the
most desperate, final hours . . . our brothers
and God will not forsake us.” And because of
your humble example, our kids—especially
back in Columbia, Kentucky, in small towns all
across America—they’ll know that no matter
who you are or where you come from, you can
do great things as a citizen and as a member of
the American family.

Therein lies the greatest lesson of that day in
the valley and the truth that our men and

women in uniform live out every day. “I was
part of something bigger,” Dakota has said,
part of a team “that worked together, lifting
each other up and working toward a common
goal. Every member of our team was as impor-
tant as the other.” So in keeping with Dakota’s
wishes for this day, I want to conclude by ask-
ing now-Gunnery Sergeant Rodriguez-Chavez
and all those who served with Dakota—the
Marines, Army, Navy—to stand and accept
thanks of a grateful nation. 

Every member of our team is as important
as the other. That’s a lesson that we all have to
remember—as citizens and as a nation—as we
meet the tests of our time, here at home and
around the world. 

To our Marines, to all our men and women
in uniform, to our fellow Americans, let us al-
ways be faithful. And as we prepare for the
reading of the citation, let me say, God bless
you, Dakota. God bless our Marines and all
who serve. And God bless the United States of
America. Semper Fi. 

[At this point, Lt. Cmdr. Matthew R. Maasdam,
USN, Navy Aide to the President, read the cita-
tion, the President presented the medal, and
Rear Admiral Margaret G. Kibben, USN, Chap-
lain of the U.S. Marine Corps, said a prayer.]

Thank you all for joining us here today. We
are grateful for Dakota. We are grateful for all
our men and women in uniform. And I hope
that all of you have not only been inspired by
this ceremony, but also will enjoy the hospitali-
ty of the White House. I hear the food is pretty
good. [Laughter]

Thank you very much, everybody. God bless
you. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 2:50 p.m. in
the East Room at the White House. In his re-
marks, he referred to Dwight and Jean Mey-
er, grandparents of Sgt. Meyer; and Carlat
Freitas, mother of PO3 James Layton, USN,
who was killed in Afghanistan on September
8, 2009.

226-381_text_CX.pdf   260 9/16/15   12:03 PM


	The President’s Weekly Address
	July 2, 2011

	Remarks at an Independence Day Celebration
	July 4, 2011

	Remarks Prior to White House Press Secretary James F. “Jay” Carney’s Briefing
	July 5, 2011

	Remarks at a Question-and-Answer Session With Twitter Participants
	July 6, 2011

	Statement on a Change to the Presidential Condolence Letter Policy
	July 6, 2011

	Remarks Prior to White House Press Secretary James F. “Jay” Carney’s Briefing
	July 7, 2011

	Remarks on the National Economy and an Exchange With Reporters
	July 8, 2011

	Statement on the Launch of the Space Shuttle Atlantis
	July 8, 2011

	Statement on the Death of Elizabeth A. Ford
	July 8, 2011

	The President’s Weekly Address
	July 9, 2011

	Statement Recognizing South Sudan as an Independent and Sovereign State
	July 9, 2011

	The President’s News Conference
	July 11, 2011

	Memorandum on Regulation and Independent Regulatory Agencies
	July 11, 2011

	Remarks on Presenting the Medal of Honor to Sergeant First Class Leroy A. Petry
	July 12, 2011

	Statement on the Terrorist Attacks in Mumbai, India
	July 13, 2011

	Statement on the Election of Janice K. Hahn to the United States House of Representatives
	July 13, 2011

	The President’s News Conference
	July 15, 2011

	Statement on Representative Dale E. Kildee’s Decision Not To Seek Reelection
	July 15, 2011

	Letter to Congressional Leaders on Review of Title III of the Cuban Liberty and Democratic Solidarity (LIBERTAD) Act of 1996
	July 15, 2011

	The President’s Weekly Address
	July 16, 2011

	Statement on Nelson Mandela International Day
	July 17, 2011

	Remarks on the Nomination of Richard A. Cordray To Be Director of the Consumer Financial Protection Bureau and an Exchange With Reporters
	July 18, 2011

	Remarks Prior to White House Press Secretary James F. “Jay” Carney’s Briefing and an Exchange With Reporters
	July 19, 2011

	Message to the Congress on Continuation of the National Emergency With Respect to the Former Liberian Regime of Charles Taylor
	July 20, 2011

	Remarks at a Town Hall Meeting and a Question-and-Answer Session in College Park, Maryland
	July 22, 2011

	Remarks Following a Meeting With Prime Minister John P. Key of New Zealand
	July 22, 2011

	Statement on Certification of Repeal of the United States Military’s “Don’t Ask, Don’t Tell” Policy
	July 22, 2011

	Remarks on the Federal Budget and an Exchange With Reporters
	July 22, 2011

	The President’s Weekly Address
	July 23, 2011

	Statement on the Death of John M. Shalikashvili
	July 23, 2011

	Message to the Congress Reporting on the Executive Order Blocking Property of Transnational Criminal Organizations
	July 24, 2011

	Remarks to the National Council of La Raza
	July 25, 2011

	Remarks Honoring the 2010 World Series Champion San Francisco Giants
	July 25, 2011

	Address to the Nation on the Federal Budget
	July 25, 2011

	Statement on the Death of Richard E. Chavez
	July 27, 2011

	Message to the Congress on Continuation of the National Emergency With Respect to Actions of Certain Persons to Undermine the Sovereignty of Lebanon or Its Democratic Processes and Institutions
	July 28, 2011

	Remarks on the Federal Budget
	July 29, 2011

	Remarks on Fuel Efficiency Standards
	July 29, 2011

	Remarks Following a Meeting With West African Leaders
	July 29, 2011

	Statement on the First Anniversary of the Tribal Law and Order Act of 2010
	July 29, 2011

	The President’s Weekly Address
	July 30, 2011

	Statement on the Situation in Syria
	July 31, 2011

	Remarks on the Federal Budget
	July 31, 2011

	Statement on the Observance of Ramadan
	August 1, 2011

	Remarks on the Federal Budget
	August 2, 2011

	Message to the Congress Certifying the Public Debt Limit Increase
	August 2, 2011

	Remarks Prior to a Cabinet Meeting and an Exchange With Reporters
	August 3, 2011

	Remarks at a Democratic National Committee Fundraiser in Chicago, Illinois
	August 3, 2011

	Remarks at a Democratic National Committee Video Teleconference and a Question-and-Answer Session in Chicago
	August 3, 2011

	Remarks at a Democratic National Committee Fundraiser in Chicago
	August 3, 2011

	Statement on Congressional Action on Federal Aviation Administration Reauthorization Legislation
	August 4, 2011

	Directive on Creation of an Interagency Atrocities Prevention Board and Corresponding Interagency Review
	August 4, 2011

	Remarks at Washington Navy Yard
	August 5, 2011

	Statement on Congressional Passage of Federal Aviation Administration Reauthorization Legislation
	August 5, 2011

	The President’s Weekly Address
	August 6, 2011

	Statement on United States Military Casualties in Afghanistan
	August 6, 2011

	Statement on the 13th Anniversary of the Terrorist Attacks Against U.S. Embassies in Africa
	August 7, 2011

	Remarks on the National Economy
	August 8, 2011

	Remarks at a Democratic National Committee Fundraiser
	August 8, 2011

	Remarks at a Democratic National Committee Fundraiser
	August 8, 2011

	Remarks at the Iftar Dinner
	August 10, 2011

	Remarks at Johnson Controls, Inc., in Holland, Michigan
	August 11, 2011

	Remarks at a Democratic National Committee Fundraiser in New York City
	August 11, 2011

	Remarks Honoring the 2011 Super Bowl Champion Green Bay Packers
	August 12, 2011

	Message to the Congress on Continuation of the National Emergency Regarding Export Control Regulations
	August 12, 2011

	The President’s Weekly Address
	August 13, 2011

	Remarks at a Town Hall Meeting and a Question-and-Answer Session in Cannon Falls, Minnesota
	August 15, 2011

	Remarks at a Town Hall Meeting and a Question-and-Answer Session in Decorah, Iowa
	August 15, 2011

	Remarks at the Opening Session of the White House Rural Economic Forum in Peosta, Iowa
	August 16, 2011

	Remarks During a Breakout Session at the White House Rural Economic Forum in Peosta
	August 16, 2011

	Remarks During a Breakout Session at the White House Rural Economic Forum in Peosta
	August 16, 2011

	Remarks at the Closing Session of the White House Rural Economic Forum in Peosta
	August 16, 2011

	Memorandum on Deferred Enforced Departure for Liberians
	August 16, 2011

	Remarks at a Town Hall Meeting and a Question-and-Answer Session in Atkinson, Illinois
	August 17, 2011

	Remarks at a Town Hall Meeting and a Question-and-Answer Session in Alpha, Illinois
	August 17, 2011

	Message to the Congress Reporting on Blocking Property of the Government of Syria and Prohibiting Certain Transactions With Respect to Syria
	August 17, 2011

	Statement on the Situation in Syria
	August 18, 2011

	The President’s Weekly Address
	August 20, 2011

	Statement on the Situation in Libya
	August 21, 2011

	Remarks on the Situation in Libya From Martha’s Vineyard, Massachusetts
	August 22, 2011

	Remarks on Hurricane Irene From Martha’s Vineyard
	August 26, 2011

	Statement on the Firebombing of the Royale San Jeronimo Casino in Monterrey, Mexico
	August 26, 2011

	Statement on the Terrorist Attack on the United Nations Headquarters in Abuja, Nigeria
	August 26, 2011

	The President’s Weekly Address
	August 27, 2011

	Remarks on Relief Efforts for Hurricane Irene
	August 28, 2011

	Remarks on the Nomination of Alan B. Krueger To Be Chairman of the Council of Economic Advisers
	August 29, 2011

	Statement on the Sixth Anniversary of Hurricane Katrina
	August 29, 2011

	Remarks at the American Legion National Convention in Minneapolis, Minnesota
	August 30, 2011

	Statement on the Observance of Eid al-Fitr
	August 30, 2011

	Statement on the Selection of Yoshihiko Noda as Prime Minister of Japan
	August 30, 2011

	Letter to the Speaker of the House of Representatives Regarding the Minimization of Regulatory Burdens
	August 30, 2011

	Remarks on Surface Transportation and Federal Aviation Administration Reauthorization Legislation
	August 31, 2011

	Memorandum on Speeding Infrastructure Development Through More Efficient and Effective Permitting and Environmental Review
	August 31, 2011

	Statement on the Ozone National Ambient Air Quality Standards
	September 2, 2011

	The President’s Weekly Address
	September 3, 2011

	Remarks Following a Tour of Hurricane Damage and an Exchange With Reporters in Paterson, New Jersey
	September 4, 2011

	Remarks on Labor Day in Detroit, Michigan
	September 5, 2011

	Statement on Former Secretary of Defense Robert M. Gates
	September 6, 2011

	Remarks Honoring the 2010 NASCAR Sprint Cup Series Champion
	September 7, 2011

	Address Before a Joint Session of the Congress on Job Growth
	September 8, 2011

	Remarks at the University of Richmond in Richmond, Virginia
	September 9, 2011

	Letter to the Speaker of the House of Representatives Requesting Disaster Relief Funds
	September 9, 2011

	Message to the Congress on Continuation of the National Emergency With Respect to Certain Terrorist Attacks
	September 9, 2011

	The President’s Weekly Address
	September 10, 2011

	Reading at the National September 11 Memorial in New York City
	September 11, 2011

	Remarks at “A Concert for Hope” Commemorating the 10th Anniversary of the September 11 Terrorist Attacks
	September 11, 2011

	Remarks on Job Growth Legislation
	September 12, 2011

	Memorandum on Revisions to the Unified Command Plan 2011
	September 12, 2011

	Message to the Congress Transmitting the “American Jobs Act of 2011”
	September 12, 2011

	Remarks at Fort Hayes Arts and Academic High School in Columbus, Ohio
	September 13, 2011

	Remarks at North Carolina State University in Raleigh, North Carolina
	September 14, 2011

	Remarks at the Congressional Hispanic Caucus Institute Annual Awards Gala
	September 14, 2011

	Remarks on Presenting the Medal of Honor to Sergeant Dakota L. Meyer
	September 15, 2011

	Statement on New Hampshire Governor John H. Lynch’s Decision Not To Seek Reelection
	September 15, 2011

	Memorandum on Pelly Certification and Icelandic Whaling
	September 15, 2011

	Message to the Congress Reporting on Pelly Certification and Icelandic Whaling
	September 15, 2011

	Remarks at a Democratic National Committee Fundraiser
	September 15, 2011

	Remarks at a Democratic National Committee Fundraiser
	September 15, 2011

	Remarks on Signing the Leahy-Smith America Invents Act in Alexandria, Virginia
	September 16, 2011

	The President’s Weekly Address
	September 17, 2011

	Remarks on the Federal Budget and Job Growth Legislation
	September 19, 2011

	Message to the Congress Transmitting a Plan for Economic Growth and Deficit Reduction
	September 19, 2011

	Remarks at a Democratic National Committee Fundraiser in New York City
	September 19, 2011

	Remarks at a United Nations Meeting on Libya in New York City
	September 20, 2011

	Remarks Prior to a Meeting With President Hamid Karzai of Afghanistan in New York City
	September 20, 2011

	Remarks at the Opening of an Open Government Partnership Event in New York City
	September 20, 2011

	Remarks at the Closing of an Open Government Partnership Event in New York City
	September 20, 2011

	Remarks Prior to a Meeting With Prime Minister Recep Tayyip Erdogan of Turkey and an Exchange With Reporters in New York City
	September 20, 2011

	Statement on the Repeal of the United States Military’s “Don’t Ask, Don’t Tell” Policy
	September 20, 2011

	Remarks at a Democratic National Committee Fundraiser in New York City
	September 20, 2011

	Remarks to the United Nations General Assembly in New York City
	September 21, 2011

	Remarks Prior to a Meeting With Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu of Israel in New York City
	September 21, 2011

	Remarks Prior to a Meeting With Prime Minister Yoshihiko Noda of Japan in New York City
	September 21, 2011

	Remarks at a Luncheon Hosted by Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon of the United Nations in New York City
	September 21, 2011

	Remarks at the Clinton Global Initiative Annual Meeting in New York City
	September 21, 2011

	Remarks During a Meeting With Prime Minister David Cameron of the United Kingdom and an Exchange With Reporters in New York City
	September 21, 2011

	Remarks Prior to a Meeting With President Nicolas Sarkozy of France in New York City
	September 21, 2011

	Statement on Armenian National Day
	September 21, 2011

	Statement on the Iranian Government’s Release of Shane Bauer and Joshua Fattal
	September 21, 2011

	Message to the Congress on Continuation of the National Emergency With Respect to Persons Who Commit, Threaten To Commit, or Support Terrorism
	September 21, 2011

	Remarks at the Hilltop Basic Resources, Inc., River Terminal in Cincinnati, Ohio
	September 22, 2011

	Remarks on the No Child Left Behind Act
	September 23, 2011

	Statement on Elections in Zambia
	September 23, 2011

	The President’s Weekly Address
	September 24, 2011

	Remarks at the Congressional Black Caucus Foundation Phoenix Awards Dinner
	September 24, 2011

	Remarks at a Democratic National Committee Fundraiser in Medina, Washington
	September 25, 2011

	Remarks at a Democratic National Committee Fundraiser in Seattle, Washington
	September 25, 2011

	Remarks at a Democratic National Committee Fundraiser in San Jose, California
	September 25, 2011

	Remarks at a Democratic National Committee Fundraiser in San Jose
	September 25, 2011

	Remarks at a Question-and-Answer Session With LinkedIn Participants in Mountain View, California
	September 26, 2011

	Remarks at a Democratic National Committee Fundraiser in La Jolla, California
	September 26, 2011

	Statement on the Death of Wangari Muta Maathai
	September 26, 2011

	Remarks at a Democratic National Committee Fundraiser in West Hollywood, California
	September 26, 2011

	Remarks at a Democratic National Committee Fundraiser in West Hollywood
	September 26, 2011

	Remarks at Abraham Lincoln High School in Denver, Colorado
	September 27, 2011

	Videotaped Remarks on the Observance of Rosh Hashanah
	September 27, 2011

	Question-and-Answer Session During the “Open for Questions” Hispanic Roundtable
	September 28, 2011

	Remarks at Benjamin Banneker Academic High School
	September 28, 2011

	Remarks at the Change of Command Ceremony for the Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff at Fort Myer, Virginia
	September 30, 2011

	Letter to Congressional Leaders Transmitting a Report Related to Afghanistan and Pakistan
	September 30, 2011

	Remarks at a Democratic National Committee Fundraiser
	September 30, 2011

	The President’s Weekly Address
	October 1, 2011

	Remarks at the Human Rights Campaign’s Annual National Dinner
	October 1, 2011

	Remarks Prior to a Cabinet Meeting and an Exchange With Reporters
	October 3, 2011

	Statement on Submitting Trade Agreements With Colombia, Panama, and South Korea to Congress
	October 3, 2011

	Message to the Congress Transmitting Legislation To Implement the United States-Colombia Trade Promotion Agreement
	October 3, 2011

	Message to the Congress Transmitting Legislation To Implement the United States-Panama Trade Promotion Agreement
	October 3, 2011

	Message to the Congress Transmitting Legislation To Implement the United States-South Korea Free Trade Agreement
	October 3, 2011

	Message to the Congress Transmitting Legislation To Implement the United States-South Korea Free Trade Agreement
	October 3, 2011

	Message to the Congress Transmitting the District of Columbia’s Fiscal Year 2012 Budget Request
	October 3, 2011

	Remarks at a Democratic National Committee Fundraiser in Dallas, Texas
	October 4, 2011

	Remarks at a Democratic National Committee Fundraiser in Dallas
	October 4, 2011

	Remarks at Eastfield College in Mesquite, Texas
	October 4, 2011

	Statement on Representative Jerry F. Costello’s Decision Not To Seek Reelection
	October 4, 2011

	Remarks at a Democratic National Committee Fundraiser in St. Louis, Missouri
	October 4, 2011

	Remarks at a Democratic National Committee Fundraiser in St. Louis
	October 4, 2011

	Remarks Prior to a Meeting With President Porfirio Lobo Sosa of Honduras
	October 5, 2011

	Statement on the Death of Fred L. Shuttlesworth
	October 5, 2011

	Statement on the Death of Steven P. Jobs
	October 5, 2011

	The President’s News Conference
	October 6, 2011

	Remarks Honoring the 2011 NCAA Women’s Basketball Champion Texas A&M University Aggies
	October 6, 2011

	Remarks Honoring the 1986 Super Bowl Champion Chicago Bears
	October 7, 2011

	Remarks Following a Meeting With Prime Minister Beji Caid Essebsi of Tunisia and an Exchange With Reporters
	October 7, 2011

	Statement on the 10th Anniversary of the Commencement of United States Military Operations in Afghanistan
	October 7, 2011

	Statement Congratulating the 2011 Nobel Peace Prize Recipients
	October 7, 2011

	The President’s Weekly Address
	October 8, 2011

	Remarks During a Meeting With the President’s Council on Jobs and Competitiveness in Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania
	October 11, 2011

	Remarks to the International Brotherhood of Electrical Workers Local Union No. 5 in Pittsburgh
	October 11, 2011

	Statement on Job Growth Legislation
	October 11, 2011

	Remarks at a Democratic National Committee Fundraiser in Orlando, Florida
	October 11, 2011

	Remarks at a Democratic National Committee Fundraiser in Orlando
	October 11, 2011

	Remarks at the White House Forum on American Latino Heritage
	October 12, 2011

	Statement on Congressional Passage of Trade Agreements With Colombia, Panama, and South Korea
	October 12, 2011

	Remarks at a Welcoming Ceremony for President Lee Myung-bak of South Korea
	October 13, 2011

	The President’s News Conference With President Lee Myung-bak of South Korea
	October 13, 2011

	Remarks at a State Dinner Honoring President Lee Myung-bak of South Korea
	October 13, 2011

	Remarks at the General Motors Orion Assembly Plant in Lake Orion, Michigan
	October 14, 2011

	Letter to Congressional Leaders on Deployment of United States Armed Forces to Central Africa
	October 14, 2011

	The President’s Weekly Address
	October 15, 2011

	Remarks at a Dedication Ceremony for the Martin Luther King, Jr. Memorial
	October 16, 2011

	Remarks at Asheville Regional Airport in Fletcher, North Carolina
	October 17, 2011

	Remarks at West Wilkes High School in Millers Creek, North Carolina
	October 17, 2011

	Statement on the Death of Elouise P. Cobell
	October 17, 2011

	Remarks Prior to a Roundtable Discussion With Educators in Jamestown, North Carolina
	October 18, 2011

	Remarks at Guilford Technical Community College in Jamestown
	October 18, 2011

	Remarks at Greensville County High School in Emporia, Virginia
	October 18, 2011

	Remarks at Joint Base Langley-Eustis, Virginia
	October 19, 2011

	Remarks at Fire Station 9 in North Chesterfield, Virginia
	October 19, 2011

	Statement on the Terrorist Attack in Cukurca, Turkey
	October 19, 2011

	Message to the Congress on Continuation of the National Emergency With Respect to Significant Narcotics Traffickers Centered in Colombia
	October 19, 2011

	Remarks on the Death of Former Leader Muammar Abu Minyar al-Qadhafi of Libya
	October 20, 2011

	Remarks on Presenting the Presidential Citizens Medal
	October 20, 2011

	Remarks Following a Meeting With Prime Minister Jens Stoltenberg of Norway and an Exchange With Reporters
	October 20, 2011

	Statement on Azerbaijan’s Independence Day
	October 20, 2011

	Statement on Senate Confirmation of John E. Bryson as Secretary of Commerce
	October 20, 2011

	Statement on Senate Action on Job Growth Legislation
	October 20, 2011

	Remarks on the Withdrawal of United States Military Personnel From Iraq
	October 21, 2011

	Remarks on Presenting the National Medal of Science and the National Medal of Technology and Innovation
	October 21, 2011

	The President’s Weekly Address
	October 22, 2011

	Statement on the Death of Crown Prince Sultan bin Abd al-Aziz Al Saud of Saudi Arabia
	October 22, 2011

	Statement on Libya’s Declaration of Liberation
	October 23, 2011

	Statement on the Earthquake in Turkey
	October 23, 2011

	Statement on Elections in Tunisia
	October 23, 2011

	Remarks at a Democratic National Committee Fundraiser in Las Vegas, Nevada
	October 24, 2011

	Remarks in Las Vegas
	October 24, 2011

	Remarks at a Democratic National Committee Fundraiser in Los Angeles, California
	October 24, 2011

	Remarks at a Democratic National Committee Fundraiser in Los Angeles
	October 24, 2011

	Message to the Congress on Continuation of the National Emergency With Respect to the Situation In or In Relation to the Democratic Republic of the Congo
	October 25, 2011

	Remarks at a Democratic National Committee Fundraiser in Denver, Colorado
	October 25, 2011

	Remarks at a Democratic National Committee Fundraiser in San Francisco, California
	October 25, 2011

	Remarks at a Democratic National Committee Fundraiser in Denver, Colorado
	October 25, 2011

	Remarks at the University of Colorado Denver in Denver
	October 26, 2011

	Statement on the Observance of Diwali
	October 26, 2011

	Statement on Representative John W. Olver’s Decision Not To Seek Reelection
	October 26, 2011

	Remarks Prior to a Meeting With Prime Minister Petr Necas of the Czech Republic and an Exchange With Reporters
	October 27, 2011

	Joint Statement by President Barack Obama and Prime Minister Petr Necas of the Czech Republic
	October 27, 2011

	Statement on Europe’s Economic Stabilization Efforts
	October 27, 2011

	Statement on the Selection of Prince Nayif bin Abd al-Aziz Al Saud as Crown Prince and Deputy Prime Minister of Saudi Arabia
	October 28, 2011

	Statement on the United States District Court Approval of the Settlement in the Pigford II Class-Action Lawsuit on Discrimination by the Department of Agriculture
	October 28, 2011

	Memorandum on Accelerating Technology Transfer and Commercialization of Federal Research in Support of High-Growth Businesses
	October 28, 2011

	The President’s Weekly Address
	October 29, 2011

	Remarks at the National Italian American Foundation Gala
	October 29, 2011

	Remarks on Signing an Executive Order To Reduce Prescription Drug Shortages and an Exchange With Reporters
	October 31, 2011

	Statement on the Presidential Election in Kyrgyzstan
	October 31, 2011

	Remarks on Signing a Proclamation Establishing the Fort Monroe National Monument and an Exchange With Reporters
	November 1, 2011

	Message to the Congress on Continuation of the National Emergency With Respect to Sudan
	November 1, 2011

	Remarks on Transportation Infrastructure Improvement and Job Growth Legislation
	November 2, 2011

	Memorandum on Delegation of Authority To Submit the Certification and Reports Specified in the Resolution of Advice and Consent to Ratification of the Treaty Between the United States of America and the Russian Federation on Measures for the Further ...
	November 2, 2011

	Remarks Following a Meeting With President Nicolas Sarkozy of France in Cannes, France
	November 3, 2011

	Remarks Prior to a Meeting With Chancellor Angela Merkel of Germany in Cannes
	November 3, 2011

	Statement on Senate Action on Job Growth Legislation
	November 3, 2011

	Remarks Prior to a Meeting With President Cristina Fernandez de Kirchner of Argentina in Cannes
	November 4, 2011

	The President’s News Conference in Cannes
	November 4, 2011

	Remarks at Cannes City Hall in Cannes
	November 4, 2011

	Statement on the Hajj and Eid al-Adha
	November 5, 2011

	Remarks on Programs To Aid Veterans Seeking Employment
	November 7, 2011

	Statement on the Presidential Election in Liberia
	November 7, 2011

	Message to the Congress on Continuation of the National Emergency With Respect to Iran
	November 7, 2011

	Remarks at an Obama Victory Fund 2012 Fundraiser
	November 7, 2011

	Remarks at the Yeadon Regional Head Start Center in Yeadon, Pennsylvania
	November 8, 2011

	Remarks on Signing an Executive Order To Cut Waste and Promote Efficient Spending Across the Federal Government
	November 9, 2011

	Remarks at the African American Policy in Action Leadership Conference
	November 9, 2011

	Joint Statement by President Obama and President Anibal Antonio Cavaco Silva of Portugal
	November 9, 2011

	Message to the Congress on Continuation of the National Emergency With Respect to Weapons of Mass Destruction
	November 9, 2011

	Remarks at the National Women’s Law Center Awards Dinner
	November 9, 2011

	Statement on the Anniversary of the Birth of the Founder of Sikhism
	November 10, 2011

	Statement on the Progress in Russia’s World Trade Organization Accession Talks
	November 10, 2011

	Statement on the Department of State’s Keystone XL Pipeline Announcement
	November 10, 2011

	Statement on Senate Passage of Legislation Providing Tax Credits To Aid Businesses Hiring Veterans
	November 10, 2011

	Remarks at a Veterans Day Ceremony in Arlington, Virginia
	November 11, 2011

	Remarks at the Quicken Loans Carrier Classic in San Diego, California
	November 11, 2011

	The President’s Weekly Address
	November 12, 2011

	Remarks During a Meeting on the Trans-Pacific Partnership in Honolulu, Hawaii
	November 12, 2011

	Joint Statement by Trans-Pacific Partnership Leaders
	November 12, 2011

	Remarks at the Asia-Pacific Economic Cooperation CEO Summit Question- and-Answer Session in Honolulu
	November 12, 2011

	Remarks Prior to a Meeting With Prime Minister Yoshihiko Noda of Japan in Honolulu
	November 12, 2011

	Remarks Following a Meeting With President Dmitry A. Medvedev of Russia in Honolulu
	November 12, 2011

	Remarks Prior to a Meeting With President Hu Jintao of China in Honolulu
	November 12, 2011

	Statement on the Arab League’s Actions Regarding Syria
	November 12, 2011

	Remarks at the Asia-Pacific Economic Cooperation Summit Dinner in Honolulu
	November 12, 2011

	Remarks at the Asia-Pacific Economic Cooperation Summit Reception and Cultural Performance in Honolulu
	November 12, 2011

	Remarks at an Asia-Pacific Economic Cooperation Summit Working Session in Kapolei, Hawaii
	November 13, 2011

	The President’s News Conference in Kapolei
	November 13, 2011

	Remarks at an Obama Victory Fund 2012 Fundraiser in Kapolei, Hawaii
	November 14, 2011

	Message to the Senate Regarding the Agreement on Port State Measures To Prevent, Deter, and Eliminate Illegal, Unreported, and Unregulated Fishing
	November 14, 2011

	Statement on Congressional Passage of Legislation To Provide Tax Credits To Aid Businesses Hiring Veterans
	November 16, 2011

	The President’s News Conference With Prime Minister Julia E. Gillard of Australia in Canberra, Australia
	November 16, 2011

	Remarks Following a Dinner With Members of Parliament in Canberra
	November 16, 2011

	Remarks to the Parliament in Canberra
	November 17, 2011

	Remarks and a Question-and-Answer Session at Campbell High School in Canberra
	November 17, 2011

	Remarks to United States and Australian Military Personnel at Royal Australian Air Force Base Darwin, Australia
	November 17, 2011

	Message to the Congress Extending the Period of Production of the Naval Petroleum Reserves
	November 17, 2011

	Remarks on Lion Air’s Purchase Agreement With the Boeing Company in Bali, Indonesia
	November 18, 2011

	Remarks Prior to a Meeting With Prime Minister Manmohan Singh of India in Bali
	November 18, 2011

	Remarks Prior to a Meeting With President Benigno S. Aquino III of the Philippines in Bali
	November 18, 2011

	Remarks Prior to a Meeting With Prime Minister Mohamed Najib bin Abdul Razak of Malaysia in Bali
	November 18, 2011

	Remarks on Burma From Bali
	November 18, 2011

	Remarks Following a Meeting With President Susilo Bambang Yudhoyono of Indonesia in Bali
	November 18, 2011

	Joint Statement by President Obama and President Susilo Bambang Yudhoyono of Indonesia
	November 18, 2011

	Remarks Prior to a Meeting With Prime Minister Yinglak Chinnawat of Thailand in Bali
	November 19, 2011

	The President’s Weekly Address
	November 19, 2011

	Message to the Congress Reporting on the Executive Order Authorizing the Imposition of Certain Sanctions With Respect to the Provision of Goods, Services, Technology, or Support for Iran’s Energy and Petrochemical Sectors
	November 20, 2011

	Remarks on Signing Legislation To Provide Incentives for Businesses To Hire Unemployed Veterans
	November 21, 2011

	Remarks on the Joint Select Committee on Deficit Reduction
	November 21, 2011

	Statement on Iran
	November 21, 2011

	Remarks at PBS’s “Country Music: In Performance at the White House”
	November 21, 2011

	Remarks at Central High School in Manchester, New Hampshire
	November 22, 2011

	Remarks at the Thanksgiving Turkey Presentation Ceremony
	November 23, 2011

	Statement on the Situation in Yemen
	November 23, 2011

	Message on Small Business Saturday
	November 23, 2011

	The President’s Weekly Address
	November 24, 2011

	Statement on the Death of Margaret C. Daley
	November 25, 2011

	Statement on Representative Charles A. Gonzalez’s Decision Not To Seek Reelection
	November 26, 2011

	Remarks Following a Meeting With President Herman Van Rompuy of the European Union and President Jose Manual Durao Barroso of the European Commission
	November 28, 2011

	Joint Statement by the United States and the European Union
	November 28, 2011

	Statement on Representative Barney Frank’s Decision Not To Seek Reelection
	November 28, 2011

	Remarks Prior to a Meeting With Prime Minister Mark Rutte of the Netherlands
	November 29, 2011

	Remarks at Scranton High School in Scranton, Pennsylvania
	November 30, 2011

	Joint Statement by the United States and the Republic of Iraq Higher Coordinating Committee
	November 30, 2011

	Remarks at an Obama Victory Fund 2012 Fundraiser in New York City
	November 30, 2011

	Remarks at an Obama Victory Fund 2012 Fundraiser in New York City
	November 30, 2011

	Remarks at an Obama Victory Fund 2012 Fundraiser in New York City
	November 30, 2011

	Remarks at George Washington University
	December 1, 2011

	Remarks on Lighting the National Christmas Tree
	December 1, 2011

	Statement on Senate Action on Tax Cut Legislation
	December 1, 2011

	Remarks on the Better Buildings Initiative With Former President William J. Clinton and an Exchange With Reporters
	December 2, 2011

	Remarks at the White House Tribal Nations Conference
	December 2, 2011

	Memorandum on the Implementation of Energy Savings Projects and Performance-Based Contracting for Energy Savings
	December 2, 2011

	The President’s Weekly Address
	December 3, 2011

	Remarks at a Kennedy Center Honors Reception
	December 4, 2011

	Remarks on Payroll Tax Cuts and Unemployment Insurance
	December 5, 2011

	Remarks at Osawatomie High School in Osawatomie, Kansas
	December 6, 2011

	Statement on Indonesia’s Ratification of the Comprehensive Test Ban Treaty
	December 6, 2011

	Statement on Senate Action To Block the Nomination of Caitlin J. Halligan To Be a Judge on the United States Court of Appeals for the District of Columbia Circuit
	December 6, 2011

	Memorandum on International Initiatives To Advance the Human Rights of Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, and Transgender Persons
	December 6, 2011

	The President’s News Conference With Prime Minister Stephen J. Harper of Canada
	December 7, 2011

	Statement on National Pearl Harbor Remembrance Day
	December 7, 2011

	Remarks on Senate Action To Block the Nomination of Richard A. Cordray To Be Director of the Consumer Financial Protection Bureau and an Exchange With Reporters
	December 8, 2011

	Remarks at a Reception Celebrating Hanukkah
	December 8, 2011

	The President’s Weekly Address
	December 10, 2011

	Remarks at “Christmas in Washington”
	December 11, 2011

	The President’s News Conference With Prime Minister Nuri al-Maliki of Iraq
	December 12, 2011

	Remarks at an Obama Victory Fund 2012 Fundraiser
	December 13, 2011

	Remarks at Fort Bragg, North Carolina
	December 14, 2011

	Statement on the Legacy of Laura Pollan
	December 14, 2011

	Remarks on Ensuring Fair Pay for Homecare Workers
	December 15, 2011

	Letter to Congressional Leaders on the Deployment of United States Combat-Equipped Armed Forces
	December 15, 2011

	Remarks to the General Assembly of the Union for Reform Judaism at National Harbor, Maryland
	December 16, 2011

	The President’s Weekly Address
	December 17, 2011

	Remarks on Congressional Action on Tax Cut Legislation
	December 17, 2011

	Statement on the Death of Former President Vaclav Havel of the Czech Republic
	December 18, 2011

	Statement on Storm and Flood Damage in the Philippines
	December 19, 2011

	Remarks During White House Press Secretary James F. “Jay” Carney’s Briefing
	December 20, 2011

	Statement on the Observance of Hanukkah
	December 20, 2011

	Remarks on Payroll Tax Cut and Unemployment Insurance Legislation
	December 22, 2011

	Statement on Humanitarian Assistance to East Africa
	December 22, 2011

	Statement on Congressional Action on Payroll Tax Cut and Unemployment Insurance Legislation
	December 22, 2011

	Remarks on Congressional Action on Payroll Tax Cut and Unemployment Insurance Legislation
	December 23, 2011

	Statement on Signing the Consolidated Appropriations Act, 2012
	December 23, 2011

	Letter to Congressional Leaders Designating Funds for Overseas Contingency Operations/Global War on Terrorism
	December 23, 2011

	The President’s Weekly Address
	December 24, 2011

	Statement on the Terrorist Attacks in Nigeria
	December 25, 2011

	Statement on the Observance of Kwanzaa
	December 26, 2011

	Statement on Senator E. Benjamin Nelson’s Decision Not To Seek Reelection
	December 27, 2011

	The President’s Weekly Address
	December 31, 2011

	Statement on Signing the National Defense Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 2012
	December 31, 2011

	Appendix A—Digest of Other White House Announcements
	Appendix B—Nominations Submitted to the Senate
	Appendix C—Checklist of White House Press Releases
	Appendix D—Presidential Documents Published in the Federal Register
	Subject Index
	Name Index
	Document Categories List

		Superintendent of Documents
	2016-04-19T13:35:03-0400
	US GPO, Washington, DC 20401
	Superintendent of Documents
	GPO attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by GPO




